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Editor’s note:

The one about a smokefree Eastern

Eric Long | editor-in-chief

T

he discussion about whether Eastern should be a smoke-free
campus has been heard many times and it is safe to say that it
is not an easy decision to make.
On one hand, there are students who would like to walk to class
without the threat of having smoke fly into their faces, for various
reasons. On the other, if Eastern does go smoke free, where will
the students who do smoke go to settle their cravings? Are designated smoking areas enough?
To read more about the fight to make Eastern smoke free,
turn to page 4.
Also in this issue:
Beyoncé offended some people with her Super Bowl performance,
and Joe Matthews wants those people to think again (pg. 10).
Read about the life of Bogdan Bliznyuk, an EWU men’s basketball
player who, not too long ago, became an American citizen (pg. 12)
Matthews calls “Deadpool” a “comedic breath of fresh air when
it comes to the Marvel films,” (pg. 7).

Discover where you’ll study
abroad at usac.unr.edu.
@StudyAbroadUSAC

Dental care for your family
- New patients welcome
- Full service quality dentistry
- Friendly, caring atmosphere
- Prompt emergency care
- Convenient hours
- Botox treatments
- Senior discounts
- Preferred
provider for
most insurance

Online Exclusive

625 B Street, Cheney
509-235-6137

martinssendds.com

News ⁄⁄ NEW Leadership brief
The NEW Leadership program is coming to Eastern.
Eagle Life ⁄⁄ “Hail Ceasar” movie review
Chris Mudd reviews the Coen brothers’ newest film,
“Hail Ceasar.”
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News

EWU pushes smoke-free
Students are working to add EWU to a growing list of smoke-free campuses
By Rosie Perry | staff writer

Smoke-free
schools in
Washington
◊ Corban
University
◊ Northeastern
University
Seattle campus
◊ Northwestern
University
◊ Pacific Lutheran

University

◊ Seattle Pacific University
◊ Walla Walla
University
◊ Washington State
University
Vancover campus
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A

SEWU and the Peer Health Edupresenting that to the [board of trustees],”
cators have initiated a smoke-free
Rich said.
campaign for EWU.
The final decision on exactly what the
Alexandra Rich, EWU senior and Peer
policy says will come from the board of
Health Educator vice president, adopted
trustees. Rich said she hopes to gather
the idea that EWU can become a smokeenough support and information on the
free campus as her personal goal.
subject for the board to review their
Rich said she feels it is time EWU
findings in early March 2016.
joined the 1,475 campuses across the
According to the American College
country who have become 100 percent
Health Association, approximately 9 to
smoke-free.
12 percent of EWU students are regular
“It’s time to make a positive change for
smokers. Based on this information, Rich
Eastern,” Rich said.
said they are pushing for a smoke-free
The current policy on EWU’s Cheney
campus will have smoking shelters on the
campus is the same as the Washington Clean
outskirts of campus.
Indoor Air Act, which
prohibits smoking in
public places or places of
employment and requires
smokers to be at least
25 feet from doors or
windows leading indoors.
However, EWU’s
Spokane campus is a
smoke-free campus
since it falls under the
jurisdiction of WSU,
which is a newly listed
smoke-free campus.
Alexandra Rich | EWU senior and Peer Health Educator
Rich said she feels the
policy change should come easily since it is
Opting for smoke-free as opposed to
already being enforced in Spokane.
tobacco-free means strictly cigarettes will not be
Rich has been taking steps to enact
permitted, and chewing tobacco and e-cigarettes
this policy since the 2014-2015 school year
would not be included. However, the board will
when she worked as the student health and decide what will or will not be banned.
safety services representative on ASEWU.
According to the Tobacco Free College
This year that position was taken over by
Campus Initiative, of the 1,475 smoke-free camEWU senior Katie Sweeney. Sweeney said
puses, 1,128 have opted to be fully tobacco-free.
she believes in the cause and is looking
In addition, 802 campuses also prohibit the use
forward to the results of their hard work.
of e-cigarettes, or vaping, anywhere on campus.
Students from the two organizations have
been gathering signatures in support of the
For a full list of smoke or tobacpolicy change. Both Rich and Sweeney said
co-free campuses visit www.
they want the change to reflect not only what
they believe in, but what students say they
no-smoke.org/pdf/smokewant as well.
freecollegesuniversities.pdf.
“We want to emphasize that we are
gauging what the students want and then

“

We want to emphasize
that we are gauging what
the students want and then
presenting that to the
[board of trustees].

News

EWU bleeds for the Northwest
Students give blood at annual Alpha Omicron Pi, INBC blood drive
By Jordan Perry | contributing writer

Hailee Roth and Desirae Lopes smile for the blood drive
Contributed by Andee Morgan

E

WU students made some
extra room in their hearts
for Valentine’s Day at the
Alpha Omicron Pi and Inland
Northwest Blood Center (INBC)
blood drive Feb. 13.
This annual blood drive is
a different take on the heart
theme of Valentine’s Day asking
students to donate life-saving
blood to the INBC. Alpha
Omicron Pi promoted the event
as a great way to spread love
before Valentine’s Day.
Alpha Omicron Pi has hosted
the drive with INBC for the last
few years. Former Alpha Omicron
Pi philanthropy chair EWU
senior Paisley Heckman said she
enjoyed hosting the event when
she used to be Alpha Omicron
Pi’s philanthropy chair. “It is fun
to host and it’s cool to see it get
bigger every year,” Heckman said.
It was the current philanthropy chair sophomore Kailee Hood’s
first time hosting the event. Hood

said she enjoyed promoting and
hosting the event and sees giving
blood as a great way to give back
to the community and potentially
save lives. “Giving blood is an
easy and harmless way to help
people,” Hood said.
Student donations make up 35
percent of the Inland Northwest’s
blood supply, Tesia Lingenfelter,
Marketing and Communications
Coordinator for the INBC, said.
Eastern donated 493 units of
blood in 2015.
Currently, Lingenfelter said
the INBC is still struggling
with the lingering effects of the
Nov. 17, 2015 windstorm, which
cancelled classes, combined with
students being on vacation.
“Students were on vacation
through the month of December,
meaning we have fewer opportunities to reach out to a good
portion of those who help keep our
community going,” Lingenfelter said
in an email.

The blood bank is now preparing for the eventual consequences
of the Zika virus. Lingenfelter
said that INBC is expecting more
people to be denied their ability to
donate citing that with spring break
coming up, people may be traveling
to affected areas. The American
Red Cross recommends those who
travel to Zika-affected areas not
donate blood fewer than 28 days
after arriving back in the U.S.
On average, INBC needs 200
donors per day to keep the Inland
Northwest’s blood supply.
EWU sophomore Shea Elders
said her donation experience
went very smoothly. “[The INBC
staff] makes this easier than
getting my blood drawn at the
hospital, and it really didn't hurt
at all,” she said.
EWU alum Holly Frazier
gave blood to INBC in the
past; she said she appreciates
the staff’s demeanor. “They are
always very professional and
polite,” Frazier said.
Every two seconds someone
needs blood and one blood
donation can save up to three
lives. Yet only 37 percent of
the U.S. population is eligible
to donate with only 10 percent
donating annually.
Many people are paid to give
plasma nowadays but this plasma
cannot be used for anything
other than research. Only blood,
platelets and plasma donated
freely can be used to help people
in medical emergencies or with
conditions that require regular
blood transfusions.
According to INBC every
day 43,000 pints of donated
blood are used in the U.S. and
Canada. There is no substitute
for human blood because it
cannot be manufactured. This
means that the only way to
provide blood to patients who
need it is through donation.

ASEWU meeting times
inconsistent due to classes
By Kalli Wolf | staff writer

A

SEWU holds six council
meetings each quarter, all of
which are open to the public; however, these meetings are not
held at consistent times, nor posted
on the ASEWU website.
ASEWU President Kyle Dodson
said council meetings generally cover
order of business such as issues
and proposals or money requests
from clubs and organizations. “Just
in-house stuff as well as stuff that
people bring to us,” Dodson said.
Clubs and organizations at EWU
are required to attend a certain
amount of ASEWU council meetings
in order to stay in good standing and
be eligible to receive funding for trips
or events. He said these meetings give
clubs and organizations, as well as the
community of Eastern, an opportunity to bring forth proposals regarding
supplemental funding requests.
ASEWU has two types of
meetings: work sessions and council
sessions. The work meetings are
aimed for figuring things out within
ASEWU, such as funding approvals.
The council meetings are where
voting takes place and legislation is
passed. The work sessions allow for
the members of ASEWU to be on the
same page and know what they are
voting for, which minimizes discrepancies within council meetings.
“With our schedules changing
we’re never on a consistent meeting
cycle because we are students [first]
and then we are representatives,”
Dodson said.
ASEWU must register for
their classes and then submit their
schedules to their council clerk
who identifies a time they can all

“

meet. “Past quarters we have had
our work sessions at 7:30 in the
morning because we can’t meet any
other time during the day,” said
Dodson. “We all have to have one
hour of free time, so it never is the
same,” he said, which is where the
inconsistency comes from.
ASEWU is required to have
six council meetings throughout
the quarter, with the exception of
special sessions. If something drastic
comes up that needs to be answered
immediately, ASEWU will address it
through a special session. However,
they are required to have a matching
number of work sessions, so with
each special session added, a work
session must be added to the schedule
as well. “Work sessions come on the
front end and whatever we work out
is then settled in a council meeting,”
Dodson said.
As for the website, Dodson said
none of the representatives are up
to date on the editing of the website
for a variety of reasons. For up to
date information, students should
visit ASEWU’s OrgSync page.
Rather than leaving it in the hands
of an advisor to make all of the necessary changes, ASEWU is able to
make the changes on the OrgSync
page themselves and then ask for
approval from the administrator,
who can easily approve with just the
click of a button.
“Our website is where our
hiccups are,” Dodson said, and he
urged students to stay up to date on
OrgSync. Dodson said he encourages
students to attend ASEWU council
meetings and contact anyone from
ASEWU for meeting information.

We’re never on a consistent
meeting cycle because we are
students [first] and then we are
representatives.
Kyle Dodson | ASEWU president
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Colloquium on
By Colette-Janae Buck | contributing writer

Nydia Martinez, María Duarte, Julian Dodson, Martin Meráz Garcia, Joseph Lenti dicuss the supply and demand
of drugs in the states and Mexico | photo by Melanie Flint

D

Nydia Martinez addressing the movement of drugs through
Mexico to the states | photo by Melanie Flint
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rug trafficking. Migration.
Corruption. These are some of
the topics the two-day EWU
Colloquium on Mexico focused on.
The colloquium was the first of its kind
as an in-depth country analysis at Eastern
that took the form of a conference Feb. 10
and 11. Joseph Lenti, Ph.D and one of the
chairs of the event, said the goal of holding
the event was “to make issues in Mexico
much more salient, much more important
in the opinions of peoples on campus and
in the community.” Lenti is an assistant
Latin American history professor at EWU.
Consisting of seven panel events
with topics ranging from women’s rights
in Mexico to the trafficking of drugs
across the border for U.S. enjoyment,
Eagle Entertainment and the Colleges
of Social and Behavioral Science
presented the EWU Colloquium on
Mexico seeking to inform students and
create a dialogue on the pressing issues
that affect contemporary Mexico.

Lenti said the event was also organized
to grant an understanding to students that
Mexico is a political, cultural and economic
partner with the United States. “I would
like students to leave [the colloquium]
knowing that Mexico’s destiny is linked
to ours, they are intertwined,” said Lenti.
“We have so many personal connections
to Mexico. We have students on campus,
hispanic students who have connections to
Mexico. If the nation descends into chaos,
its something that we too will feel.”
Many of the issues that headlined the
panels and discussions focused around
emigration, the corruption of Mexicos state
government due to drug cartels infiltrating
local governments and police impunity.
However, one all-women panel, Women’s
Activism in Mexico: Transnational Protest
and Resistance, focused more on the
United States’ involvement in plummeting
conditions in Mexico due to trading and
product demands.
EWU student Jana Gibson attended
the panel and said it was interesting. “As
an American consumer, I didn’t know
that you are indirectly a part of exploiting
Mexican women who are factory workers,”
Gibson said.
The trade and low-wage labor
factories near the U.S.-Mexico border
are called maquiladoras. Conditions
the women working are subjected to
inside the maquiladoras is something
Gibson said also struck her in the panel.
“Pregnancy gets in the way of labor.
The head bosses basically sterilize the
women, put them on birth-control and
ramp them up on drugs,” said Gibson.
“They’re not even people.”
Not only was the event a forum for
students to listen and learn, it was also a
place to share ideas and become involved
in the conversation.

Tobias Revand, EWU student,
attended three events on Wednesday
night. He said he attended to “gain more
understanding of what is going on in the
Mexico region.” Despite initially going
for extra credit, Revand said he ended
up learning a lot about the struggles in
Mexico, particularly about the ongoings in
Acapulco, Guerrero.
“One thing that really struck me
was the situation in Acapulco and its
surrounding areas,” said Revand. “It is
basically like a medieval system where
[residents] promise their political alliance
to area leaders, and [the leaders] would
give you protection, which you wouldn’t
have otherwise.”
One of the roundtable discussions,
Ayotzinapa in Context: Social Violence and
Police Impunity, highlighted specifically
the deaths of 43 Ayotzinapa student-teachers who were killed in 2014 by a local
crime syndicate. The open discussion
was lead by History and Chicano Studies
professor Nydia Martinez who gave a brief
introduction into the repressive nature of
the Mexican government in opposition of
political protests.
According to Revand, the roundtable
discussion was a platform where students
and faculty vocally engaged in the conversations. “I do feel like the conference was
starting a conversation with the people,
and that’s what I liked about it,” said
Revand. “People were interacting, people
were talking to [the panelists], people were
involved, which was nice. That’s what I
liked about the roundtable discussions.”
Revand said in retrospect he feels like
the colloquium achieved its overall goal of
creating awareness about Mexico within
Eastern’s community. “They're doing a
great job of bringing up the problems to
people like myself who don’t know,” he

Eagle Life

MOVIE REVIEW

‘Deadpool’ offensive success
By Joe Matthews | staff writer

All this
space
could
be for

Contributed by 20th Century Fox

W

ith the list of Avengers-themed
movies growing every year, Marvel
finally branched out to a whole new
character with the very R-rated “Deadpool.”
Bloody as can be, full of profanity, humor, sex
and intense action sequences, “Deadpool” is a
comedic breath of fresh air when it comes to
the Marvel films.
Wade Wilson, played by Ryan Reynolds,
was a former member of the Special Forces.
He now spends his days making money taking
out bad guys for common people on the streets.
Soon he meets prostitute Vanessa, played by
Morena Baccarin, and a seemingly fairy-tale
love ensues. Wilson later discovers he has
late stage cancer that has spread throughout
his body. Not wanting Vanessa to witness him
in such a vulnerable state, he agrees to an
experimental procedure that is supposed to
cure him and give him mutant abilities.
Performing his procedure are Ajax, played
by Ed Skrein, and Angel Dust, played by Gina
Carano, who were both patients themselves.
Set on making an army of superhuman slaves,
the two do whatever it takes to summon
powers out of people, no matter the amount of
pain inflicted.
After several failed attempts, Ajax finally
brings out Wilson’s powers, but to Wilson’s
horror, it leaves him severely disfigured. After

escaping from and destroying the lab, Wilson
sets his sights on finding Ajax and either
forcing him to change his appearance back or
watching him die a painful death.
Though Deadpool truly stole the show,
the support he had was phenomenal as well.
Including Colossus, played by Stefan Kapicic,
and Negasonic Teenage Warhead, played
by Briana Hildebrand, the movie brought
together a good amount of new characters
and utilized their roles perfectly. Whether it
was the ongoing bickering between Deadpool
and Colossus or the jokes about what pubescent girls might do with Negasonic Teenage
Warhead’s explosive powers, the three complemented each other perfectly.
“Deadpool” was definitely an action-packed
movie, but it was filled with clever humor that
made it hilarious as well. With several pop
culture references, witty dialogue and constant,
but not over-used, vulgarity, the film could
definitely fall under either action or comedy.
The film, like the comic book, set out
to be more of a response to other superhero
stories rather than just a copy. With the
reckless, almost parkour-ish gun and sword
play, accompanied by the foul mouth acting of
Reynolds, Deadpool is the only superhero so
far that can kill, entertain and offend all at
the same time.

YOUR
business!
Advertise with us today.
Email advertising@ewu.edu
to find out more
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RAW brings
lip-sync battle
to EWU

GAME REVIEW

‘Firewatch’ impresses
By Chris Mudd | staff writer

By Kristi Lucchetta | staff writer

T

he annual Residential Appreciation Week
(RAW) is back from Feb. 22-27 and it is
bringing the famous pop-culture music reality competition inspired, RAW Lip Sync Battle,
to be held in the Showalter Auditorium on Feb. 25
from 7-9 p.m. with no admission charge.
The lip sync battle will be similar to a skit
on “The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon”
where Fallon competes against other celebrities
by lip syncing to famous songs. The contestant
who does the most entertaining lip syncing is
the winner.
This is the second year Housing and
Residential Life has hosted this event. The
lip sync battle is part of the week dedicated to
recognizing and showing appreciation for the
residential students on campus.
Eight teams from all the residence halls will
participate in the competition with the theme,
“Loving Residents Since 1916.” This was the
year the first residence hall at EWU opened and
due to the theme, the Lip Sync songs will have
to be from before the year 2000.
“For those that want to join in on the
competition, each hall may have auditions for
their individual team. All of the residence halls
are able to participate with a team,” EWU
residential life coordinator Brock Sieb said.
“Last year we filled Showalter Auditorium,
which is about 500 people,” said Sieb. “We
primarily advertise only to the residence halls
since participation is limited to those students,
but we will not be turning anyone away.”
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Contributed by Campo Santo

I

t’s rare that a game can so completely engulf a player in its world as is
done in “Firewatch.”
It’s a beautifully picturesque
game, with a riveting, albeit rather
low-key, story. It’s an invigorating
character study of two characters, the
world they inhabit and the flaws that
make them who they are.
Set in a volunteer fire lookout deep
in a mountainous forest, the first-person
exploration game surrounds the player
with the sights and sounds of isolation,
broken only by sporadic conversations
with the supervisor, Delilah. The player
inhabits Henry, a middle-aged man whose
growing marital problems compel him to

take the lonely Firewatch position to sort
things out for himself.
What follows is an emotionally
compelling story where lofty decisions,
which irreversibly change the lives of
both Henry and Delilah, are placed in
the hands of the player. The prospect of
hurting either one of them was increasingly difficult as throughout the story the
excellent writing and voice acting turned
the characters almost human.
The art direction is one of its biggest
strengths of the game, combining a
cel-shaded appearance with a photo-realistic lens to the environments in particular.
Strolling through the woods never felt
repetitive or boring, but provided the

backdrop for both Henry’s soul-searching
and, at moments, the player’s as well.
The soundtrack is also masterful. Its
tunes are rarely melancholy. They are
not action and drum heavy, but instead
take a support role to the story at hand.
It’s so easy to become carried away with
music at times, but “Firewatch” is an
example of how a well-directed game
can utilize all creative talents to produce
something wonderful.
“Firewatch” is certainly not a game for
the action-oriented crowd. It’s an exploration
game, pure and simple. But it remains one
of the best games I’ve played in years for its
eloquent story, characters and world design.
It is well worth the purchase.

Opinion
When work and classes clash, choose class
By Jordan Perry | contributing writer

S

chool isn’t easy, it’s a full-time job, and trying to work
while going to school only further complicates life.
During my time at EWU I had the unfortunate
opportunity to work for two separate employers who would
not accommodate my schooling. They often tried to get me to
put off school for work needs, which resulted in stress, loss
of sleep and bad grades for me.
When people set out to live in the “real world” after
high school they can have a lot on their plate. Grades,
bills, friends, work and maybe the occasional party.
There is not enough time in the few short years of
college to fit in even half the things you would like to
do. Sacrifices must be made somewhere.
Time to make a choice. What do you give up for good
grades, for time with your friends, to have money to eat?
I gave up a social life and sleep so I could have time for
work and school, and my grades still ended up suffering,
which was probably due to sleep loss. Work, school, a
one-hour talk with my wife, sleep, repeat — that’s how my
routine went. There was no time for anything else.
Many students are put into similar situations as mine.
EWU senior Kyler Scott-Subsits worked nights at an
airport while going to school.
“I sacrificed studying and a social life so that I could
go to school and work,” Scott-Subsits said.
It’s difficult to have it all and many individuals get
even less when they work for an employer who won’t
accommodate for schooling.
When I began looking for a job in the Cheney area
I assumed employers would be used to working with
students. This may be true for some businesses, but it
seems like a lot of employers here in Cheney are tired of
the hassle that comes with student workers.
It ended up becoming a battle every three months when
classes change to try and work out a new schedule with an
employer. They knew it was coming and things were fine
three months ago when it changed last time. But now something’s come up and they can’t work around classes anymore.
What are students going to do in that situation? They
can’t really skip their classes and definitely can’t skip
work unless they want to lose their job.
It got to the point that if my work was busy I would
be asked to stay late and miss class. And I often would
to try and impress my employer.
My wife was put in a similar situation while working
in Spokane. She was told it was irresponsible of her to put
school before work. It seems like employers often put students into situations which might jeopardize their education.
It is understandable from a business perspective. There are
no advantages to working with schedules that always change.
There’s no profit gain from hiring students over non-students. And
employers probably don’t lose much if students flunk out of school.

Illustration by Linlin Xing
So I won’t put the blame on the employer. Business is
business and money comes first. But I will put the blame
on the student, namely me in this situation.
I let myself get taken advantage of because I felt that
if I didn’t do whatever my work wanted I would be a
bad employee. That was my mistake and my school life
suffered because of it.
So students need to find employers who value them
and are willing to work around school needs. Or they
need to make themselves invaluable to employers — be
the best worker they have and they might not have a
choice but to work around classes.
A good solution for students is to work for the school
they attend. Student employees are protected by the fact

that their employer now wants them to do well in school.
However, some students say the 19 hour a week limit can
make it hard to make extra money when they want to.
EWU senior Ashley McDaniel works at the EWU
bookstore and said she enjoys how willing her supervisors are to work with her school needs.
“My bosses always work with whatever schedule I
have, and it’s convenient to be able to go to class and
three minutes later be at work,” McDaniel said.
So be selective when looking for a job to go along
with school. Be a little selfish and put school first to
save yourself some stress. Remember that you have your
whole life to work and impress your boss, but you only
have a few years to go to school.
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Beyoncé’s Superbowl halftime
show not racist
By Joe Matthews | staff writer

A

s of Feb. 7, the Denver Broncos are Super Bowl champions, but over a week later, all
some people can remember is the supposedly racist halftime performance
given by Beyoncé Knowles.
Trying to remind us of the good the Black
Panthers brought to the African-American community, Beyoncé’s performance supported Black Lives
Matter, but it also held a deeper message of equality,
and sadly this is what some are calling racist.
What the people crying racism don’t seem to
understand is that The Black Panthers were not
a radical hate group. They were not out to attack
white people and they did not set out to kill police
officers, and they were definitely not the black
equivalent to the Ku Klux Klan.
All The Black Panthers wanted was to provide
blacks with equal opportunities in education, employment and the justice system. They wanted to be
able to protect themselves from the police brutality
that was plaguing Oakland, California, which is
where the group began. The Black Panthers wanted
to legally arm the black community so that they
could defend themselves from the dangers that
whites were putting them in every day.
Performing a piece of her new single
“Formation,” Beyoncé and her backup dancers
wore all black and had berets resembling those of
The Black Panthers of the 1960s. Once they held
their right fists in the air, the internet had enough
and the barrage of accusations of racism ensued.
The claims stretched from Beyoncé attacking
police officers to her trying to start a race war.
“This is football, it’s not Hollywood,” former
New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani told Fox News
after the game. “I thought it was really outrageous
that she used it as a platform to attack police officers who are the people who protect her and protect
us, and keep us alive.”
There was a protest organized for Feb. 16 in New
York at the NFL headquarters. The organizers’ site said
that Beyoncé pulled a “race-baiting stunt,” and protesters were encouraged to wear as much blue as possible in
support of the police. According to Newsweek, however,
only two anti-Beyoncé protestors showed up.
Beyoncé even received backlash from Canada.
Toronto City Counsellor Jim Karygiannis told The
Toronto Sun they should investigate her before she
is allowed back in the country.
Beyoncé hasn’t said anything about the controversy surrounding the performance, and really, she
shouldn’t have to.
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So if Beyoncé wasn’t trying to start a war with
her performance, what was the point? Most likely,
it was to inform us as a country of both The Black
Panthers and the Black Lives Matter movement.
It was to show us though 50 years have passed,
the message of the Panthers is still relevant today.
With police brutality being just as big of an issue
as it was then, Beyoncé addressed this growing
problem that needs to be resolved.
For those still thinking that the performance
was racist, here is something to ponder: Racism
isn’t brought on by a singular person. It involves
many people working to lessen the privileges and
the opinions of an entire group of people. This is
not what Beyoncé did. She made sure her voice
was heard, and she spoke for those who haven’t
gotten that chance.

EWU Business program less
than professional
By Jarrett Retz | advertising assistant

I

f I were ever looking at a résumé and saw that someone had a Business Degree from EWU — an accredited business school — all the negative observations I
have made in my time here would echo in my mind.
I have come across countless individuals in the
business program who are willing to cheat. They
are more than ready to give answers, e-mail me old case studies and
papers, or tell me all the answers are online.
One story in particular involved a student using a tablet to find answers
on a test. “He sat right in front of me and showed every one of his friends
the answers he was finding. All this happened without the teacher even
knowing,” senior Kyle Sauve said. There are so many stories of dishonest
work helping someone get a decent grade in a class.
Students beg to get as much information out of professors to the point
where they can practically write the test questions themselves. Students beg
to push due dates, drop bad grades and use full notes on tests. They pursue
easy-grading professors who let work slide. “Many peers have said to me that
they are in this program because they heard it was easy. And in all honesty,
it is if you take the right teachers,” Sauve said.
Students work in groups all the time, but still struggle with cohesion.
I’ve experienced the same problems in groups stemming from communication, ability and reliability throughout my four years.
“The reason [EWU] students don’t work well with others isn’t because
we don’t have enough silly group projects, because we have plenty.
Students don’t work well with others because of the classroom environment,” senior Cody Bafus said. Students struggle handling conflict in a
group. When conflict is settled, it rarely leads to a productive end.
Peer reviews are a joke. There are so many full points given out with
the thought, “I’m just glad to be done with it.”
There are always presentations in business classes that coincide with
these group projects, and they all have the same thing in common: they
are painful to watch. This is evident whether the class is Management
Information Systems or Senior Capstone.
We are in such a rush to get through an assignment, group project,
class period or exam. For what? How many times have you heard “I didn’t
learn anything in his class,” or “That class was a joke.” It makes important
discussions pointless and key concepts forgotten.
I have a 3.5 GPA and am a double major graduating at the end
of this quarter. When I look around I am embarrassed by what
I see and hear and am not as proud of my accomplishment as I
imagined I would be. Not because I am some prophet of observation, but because I am no exception.

“

Many peers have said to me
that they are in this program
because they heard it was easy.
And in all honesty, it is if you take
the right teachers.
Kyle Sauve | EWU senior
Illustration by Heidi Wachtel

Police Beat
Resurrect Your Taste Buds
1420 1st St
Cheney, WA

By Mike Manning

(509) 498-6603
zomjuice.com

Open Hours
10am - 6pm
E-Cigs and E-Liquids

Rarely available awesome
apartments for EWU Students!
Across the street from EWU Campus at 111–119 N. 9th Street.
Fully Furnished, All Utilities Included plus Wifi and Basic Cable,
Off Street Parking, Private suites with private baths and in-bedroom
TV’s furnished. Granite counters and porcelain tile floors.
Individual leases for 10 Months to 2 years.

“The nicest place in Cheney for EWU Students to live”
www.premierstudentliving.com
509-235-1928

Illustration by Rebecca Savinski

February 9, 12:26 p.m.
Domestic Violence

Police responded to a dispute between a married
couple on campus. The dispute involved a
disagreement regarding their child. The investigation is now closed.

February 9, 6:26 p.m.

Destruction of Property

There were four students working in the PUB
recording studio. A table in the studio was
damaged with no clear indication who was
responsible. All four were referred to Student
Rights and Responsibilities.

Reese Court. The student spectator was reported
using intimidation and threats toward the referee.
No physical contact was made between the spectator
and referee. The spectator was later arrested.

February 12, 2:12 a.m.
Alcohol

A call was made in concern for a female student
in Dressler Hall who was heavily intoxicated. The
female was found vomiting in a trashcan. Another
female student shared with authorities that the two
had split a half gallon of rum. The vomiting female
student was transported for hospitalization.

February 15, 1 a.m.

10% OFF

YOUR NEXT
ADVERTISMENT

when you collect 5

Marijuana

February 11, 10:30 p.m.
Harassment

A student referee reported being harassed by a
spectator during an evening basketball game at

A call was made from Dryden Hall reporting a
student who was ill and intoxicated. The reported
female student shared that she had smoked too
much marijuana along with consuming alcohol. She
was referred to Student Rights and Responsibilities.
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Straight Outta Lutsk: Bliznyuk
By Riley Baker | staff writer

I

Bliyznuk is a forward EWU | Photo by Melanie Flint
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t was almost blizzard-like as Bogdan Bliznyuk drove
through Snoqualmie Pass on the way to his home in Federal Way, Washington, on the evening of Jan. 12. He had
to get over the snowy mountains without the help of snow tires,
but he overcame the storm on the other side.
Bliznyuk went home to attend an interview and take a test
in order to officially become an American citizen early the next
morning. He just had a team practice that afternoon, and with
the heavy snow and traffic on I-90, he did not get home until
nearly midnight.
The following morning he woke up at 6 a.m. to prepare
for his test. He did a little last minute studying and left for
his interview schedule at 7:45 a.m. “I was pretty nervous,
it’s a pretty big thing — a really big thing,” Bliznyuk said.
He aced the test, and the interviewer deemed Bliznyuk an
American citizen.
He left directly from the interview and drove straight
back to EWU in order to be on time for basketball
practice that afternoon.
Bliznyuk is a 6-foot-6-inch sophomore at EWU and plays
forward for the men’s basketball team. The 20-year-old was
born March 31, 1995, in Lutsk, Ukraine, and has already
overcome a number of obstacles in his life to be able to play the
game he loves at the college level. Bliznyuk lived in Ukraine for
six and a half years with his mother, Lyudmila, and his older
brother, Dima. His father was a truck driver and died in an
accident when Bliznyuk was about 2 years old.
Bliznyuk was too young to remember a whole lot about
Ukraine. “I didn’t start school there,” he said. “I started school
when I came back my first year here.” Because he was not
going to school yet, the only things he remembered were living
at his apartment complex and going to church with his family.
Bliznyuk described the complex as having big buildings boxed around a playground in the middle. He would
play with his brother and the other children living in the
complex on the playground. But despite his active childhood,
he never played basketball during his years in Ukraine, or
any sports for that matter.
When he was six, Bliznyuk’s mother moved the three
of them to Federal Way to be closer to family. They have
extended family scattered throughout the suburbs of
Seattle, including family in Des Moines; Washington; Kent,
Washington, and Auburn, Washington. “We have a pretty big
family that is all pretty close,” said Bliznyuk. “So it was really
big for us to come here and be with all of them again.”
Bliznyuk’s family moved into an active apartment complex
in Federal Way upon arriving in the United States. There
were always a bunch of kids around playing sports, and it
was there Bliznyuk got his start in basketball. He would play
sports like football, baseball and soccer, but he quickly found
basketball to be his favorite.

“Everybody would be playing sports and we played basketball,” Bliznyuk said. His love for the game grew, and when he
was not playing he was watching it on TV. Kobe Bryant came to
be Bliznyuk’s favorite player to watch and emulate, and he began
shooting fade-away jumpers pretending to be like his hero. He
discovered that he had a real talent from a young age.
“I would always be competing against much bigger kids
than me,” said Bliznyuk. “I was the little, young kid who
would get picked on and picked last.” Playing against bigger
and better kids set him ahead of the curve and really helped
him in the long run. “Once I started playing with kids my
own age I realized that I was pretty good,” he said. “I realized
it was something I could do, something I could be good at and
something I had fun doing.”
Although Kobe Bryant is his favorite player, Bliznyuk does
not really model his game after him. “I just try to do what
works for me,” he said. “Not everybody’s game is going to be
the same. I mean you can look at people, how they do things,
some of their moves and their approach to the game. But at the
end of the day, you’re your own player and you’ve got to do what
works best for you.”
Coming to America from Ukraine gave Bliznyuk the tools
and the opportunity to move forward in his life, not only in basketball, but in terms of an education as well. “I just feel like there
is more opportunity … I feel like I got a better education here,”
said Bliznyuk. “Through basketball, getting a free education at a
university, that is big for me and something that I’m pretty sure
was never going to happen to me if I stayed back home. I was
never going to be able to get a free education through basketball.”
Studying business marketing at EWU, Bliznyuk would
like to get into promoting and marketing in his post-basketball
career. “I always find it interesting and a little fun to just be
creative with things,” said Bliznyuk. “Think of new ideas, and
see how you could promote something in a unique way that
reaches out to the audience.”
However, Bliznyuk would prefer to have a career in basketball. “If everything goes good and I stay healthy, it would be great
to be able to play professional basketball,” said Bliznyuk. “It’d be
great to play at the next level, any type of professional basketball.
But I think with my level of the game, even if that doesn’t
happen, I still want to be involved in the game in a way. Whether
it’s coaching or if it’s helping a little cousin out, training them. I
just want to be involved in the game of basketball.”
It will not be an easy journey for Bliznyuk to reach his goals,
and it has not been easy for him to get to where he is now. Most
kids who want to be scouted for college basketball play Amateur
Athletic Union (AAU) basketball in addition to high school ball.
Although he played high school basketball, Bliznyuk was only
able to play in this league when he was in fifth grade and for half
of his senior year. This put him at a disadvantage to other players

Continued on next page...
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Bliznyuk continued...
because they play year-round. Bliznyuk missed out on these extra
games and fell behind his teammates and opponents, but he kept
in shape by playing on his local court.
Another obstacle Bliznyuk had to overcome was surgery.
He was born with a gap in his upper jaw and has had several
surgeries to fix it. The summer after his sophomore year at Todd
Beamer high school he had surgery after tearing two ligaments
in his ankle, one partially and the other completely. He also
chipped his lateral malleolus, the bone at the ball of his ankle.
His recovery took about three months.
The summer after his junior year of high school he had his
most recent jaw surgery for his underbite to widen the top part of
his jaw. He missed two months of basketball recovering from that
surgery. Bliznyuk was not able to use those summers to play more
games in the offseason due to his surgeries and fell behind even
more, but that did not deter him from playing the game he loves.
Despite all of these setbacks over the years, Bliznyuk came
a long way to be the player he is today. As a freshman last year,
Bliznyuk was a part of the Eagles team that appeared in the
NCAA tournament and won the Big Sky Conference Freshman
player of the year award. During the current season he continued his dominance, collecting the first triple-double in EWU
history on Jan. 16. No other EWU basketball player had ever
accomplished this feat. “It means a lot being able to do something
that no other men’s basketball player has been able to do at this
school,” Bliznyuk.
Coming from a different country, competing against bigger
kids, missing out on AAU basketball and fighting through a
number of surgeries has not discouraged Bliznyuk in the least.
In fact he has thrived off of these obstacles. He came a long
way from where he started to being where he is now; being an
American citizen and successful in the game of basketball.
“Personally, I’m very pleased with my situation,” said
Bliznyuk. “I’m very happy with where I am, and I’m very excited
for where I can go and where I stand right now. I feel like there
are great opportunities and a future for me. I’m just thankful that
I was able to come and be closer to my family.”
Bliznyuk talked about how he came to have his own game
of basketball. “It’s kind of like a trial and error. You try things,
you learn things, you see what you can do and what you can be
successful with and that’s kind of what I did, what I learned and
I’m still learning,” he said.

Bogdan Bliyznuk | Photo by Melanie Flint

EWU tennis teams continue hot start to season
by Brandon Cline | sports editor

Rachel Swindell | Photo by Melanie Flint

Women’s tennis splits weekend
matches, move to 6-3

Men’s tennis open conference
play with two close wins

T

E

he EWU women’s tennis team won five of its last
six matches after splitting a pair of weekend matches, as the team gears up for two conference road
matches on Feb. 19 and 21.
Coming off a tight 4-3 win over Northern Arizona
on Feb. 7 to move to 1-0 in conference play, the Eagles
met a buzzsaw when they traveled to Spokane to play
Gonzaga, losing, 0-7, despite playing several tight
singles matches.
Gonzaga claimed the doubles point handily, dropping
just eight games throughout three sets of play. In singles
play, sophomore Janaya Smith forced a first-set tiebreaker in the first singles position, but lost the tiebreaker,
7-2, before falling, 6-3, in the second set.
In the second singles position, redshirt senior Moira
Hedberg won the only set on the day for the Eagles,
winning the first set, 7-5, before eventually falling, 10-7,
in a third-set tiebreak. Every other singles player for
EWU fell in straight sets, as the Eagles suffered their
third loss of the year.
“We played a very tough Gonzaga team but I’m really
pleased with the energy and intensity we brought to the
match,” said head coach Dustin Hinson. “We were close
in a few of the matches and we know the team score
could have come out much closer.”
The Eagles responded strongly after the loss, taking
on Lewis-Clark State College and comfortably handing
them a 7-0 defeat. The Eagles dropped just six games in
three doubles sets to earn the doubles point, and it was a
sprint to the finish for EWU after that.
Hedberg stepped in for Smith in the first singles position, dropping five games en route to a 6-2, 6-3, victory
over LCSC’s Lauren Lang. No Eagle dropped more than
five games in a singles match, with junior Erin Blessing
dropping just one game in the fourth singles match,
winning 6-1, 6-0, over Stephanie Buckingham.
“We responded very well on Saturday against LCSC
and dominated the match from start to finish, said
Hinson. “We have a very important conference road
swing ahead of us next weekend and I believe this
weekend’s matches was a great way to prepare.”

WU men’s tennis team returns to Cheney 2-0 in
conference play after a couple of tight 4-3 wins over
Northern Colorado on Feb. 12 and North Dakota on
Feb. 14, improving their overall record to 5-2.
Against Northern Colorado, the Eagles dropped the
doubles point after losing two sets, meaning the Eagles would
needed to win four of the six singles matches to win the
season’s first Big Sky match.
Junior Robert Dula dispatched the country’s 117th ranked
player, according to the Intercollegiate Tennis Association, Eric
Schuermans, 6-0, 6-2. Senior Eduardo Bringold and freshman
Victor Pereira both dropped tight matches in the second and
third singles matches, respectively.
The players in the bottom half of EWU’s singles matches
came through for the Eagles though, with junior Wacil
Bendjelti, sophomore Vuk Vuckovic and junior Rendell
Burghart each winning their matches in straight sets to give
the Eagles a 4-3 win.
Burghart, who was just 1-1 in singles matches on the
season, won the sixth singles match, 6-1, 7-5, to seal the match
for EWU. “I preach every day they always have to give their
best, so they can some time play their best and one time be
the best, and today, Rendell got the call to play and came
through,” said head coach Steve Clark.
The Eagles traveled to North Dakota for a match against
the Fighting Hawks to close out the road trip, winning
another 4-3 contest.
In the match against North Dakota, the Eagles swept the
three doubles sets to earn the doubles points and were again
anchored by a strong performance from Dula, who dispatched
his first singles opponent, David Bergstrom, 6-1, 6-2. Dula now
sits at 7-0 on the season in singles and is 6-1 in doubles.
Bringold and Burghart were the other singles winners for
EWU, each winning in straight sets. In the fifth singles spot
this time, Burghart again came through in a tight match,
winning, 7-6 (7-5), 6-4, while Bringold breezed through his
match, 6-3, 6-1.
The Eagles return home for a conference match against the
Portland State Vikings on Feb. 20, with the match scheduled
to start at 11 a.m. The Vikings are 5-1 overall on the season
and 1-0 in conference with a win over Northern Arizona.
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Eagles win sixth straight game

Track and field makes its mark
By Grace Pohl | staff writer

By Riley Baker | staff writer

T

I

t is coming down to the last few games of the season
as the Eagles try to make a push in the standings to
finish with one of four first-round byes in the Big
Sky Conference Tournament.
Going into the weekend with a four-game winning
streak, EWU faced the University of North Dakota and the
University of Northern Colorado, coming away 2-0. The
Eagles are now 15-10 overall and 9-4 in conference play.
On Feb. 11, EWU took on UND in a battle for the
lone third place spot in the standings. The Eagles started
out the game just as hot as they were the past four
games, making shot after shot.
At one point in the first half the team went on a
14-0 run to put EWU up, 23-14, with 9:15 left in the
game. EWU shot at a 55 percent mark from the field
and a 50 percent mark from the 3-point line while
holding UND to 46 percent and 40 percent, respectively.
Senior guard Austin McBroom had a monster
first half, shooting 7-11 from the field and 5-6 from
the arc. He had already reached the 20-point mark in
the first half to lead the team to 44-34 going into the
final half of the game.
The second half was a different story as the Eagles
shot only 48 percent from the line and 18 percent from
the arc as a team. Fortunately, senior forward Venky Jois
put up 18 points in the final 20 minutes of the game to
carry the team the rest of the way to a 95-85 victory.
McBroom finished the game with a career high 35
points to go along with five assists and four rebounds.
Jois ended the night with 24 points, sinking a perfect
9-of-9 from the field. The school record is 10-of-10 made by
Chris White on Feb. 1, 2001, against Montana State. Jois
was just one rebound shy of his 35th career double-double.
Sophomore forward Bogdan Bliznyuk scored 5
points and collected nine boards.
EWU went head-to-head with UNC on Feb. 13
and came out with a 19-2 lead to start the game. After
a dominant first half, the Eagles went into halftime
leading, 51-31.
They shot at a 49 percent mark from the field
and 46 percent from the 3-point line, while holding UNC
to 33 percent from the field and 44 percent from the arc.

Kyle Reid backs down opponent | Photo by Melanie Flint
McBroom had already made four of seven 3-point
shots to have 17 points at the half.
The second half of the game was much closer, but
EWU already established a commanding lead to keep
UNC at bay. The Eagles shot at a 67 percent mark from
the field in the second half and 40 percent from the arc.
McBroom added three more 3-pointers to his day
and carried the team to a 97-80 victory. He finished
the game with 37 points, setting his career high yet
again. McBroom scored a total of 72 points in the
past two games.
Jois had his 35th career double-double with 14
points and 10 rebounds. He made all but one of his 15
field goals over the two-game homestand.
Bliznyuk finished with 18 points and eight rebounds
while junior forward Felix Von Hofe scored 9 points.
With the pair of wins, the Eagles remain in third
place in the Big Sky Conference and extend their
winning streak to six games.
“What a great win and for Austin to have 72
points in two games,” said head coach Jim Hayford.
“Both games were similar — we opened up a big
lead and the other team wouldn’t let the game end.
We kept pushing and had two double-digit wins
over teams that defeated us earlier. I think it shows
we are improving a lot.”
EWU hits the road to play their final three
road games of the season, starting with Sacramento
State on Feb. 18 at 7:05 p.m.

he EWU track and field team finished its regular season with
26 Big Sky Conference qualifiers at the UW Husky Classic in
Seattle on Feb. 12 and 13.
Senior Kaytlyn Coleman finished first in the weight throw for the
fifth-straight week. Coleman won with a throw of 67-3 1/2, which also
improved her previous school record by almost two inches. She was only 6
3/4 inches away from the Big Sky all-time record set by Maureen Griffin
from Idaho State University in 2001 with a throw of 68-0 1/4.
Senior Katie Mahoney was the only new qualifier at this meet.
She qualified in the mile with a time of 4:48.84, which improved her
previous school record of 4:51.85 set in 2015.
“Katie Mahoney and Kaytlyn Coleman are having the indoor season
of their lives,” said women’s head coach Marcia Mecklenburg. “I was very
excited for both of them for breaking their own school records: Katie in the
mile and Kaytlyn in the weight throw. Their hard work over the last four
years is paying off with some magical senior moments.”
Both the men and women’s distance medley relay teams were able to rank
on Eastern’s all-time best list. The team for the men was freshman Steaven
Zachman, junior Austin Upmeyer, junior Logan Stahl and freshman Drew
Schreiber. They are now ranked fifth.
The women’s relay team was junior Paula Gil-Echevarria, sophomore Leanne Asper, sophomore Johanna Sherman and redshirt senior
Mahoney. They ranked fourth on the list.
“The talent level in the Husky Classic, which included Olympians, is
one of the main reasons we enjoy competing here every year. It’s a special
experience because you’re a part of an international competition that broadens your knowledge of the sport as well as immersing you in outstanding
competition,” head coach Stan Kerr said regarding the top performers.
The Big Sky Conference Indoor Track and Field Championships will
be in Bozeman, Montana, on Feb. 25-27.

Katie Mahoney runs at Huskey Classic | Contributed by goeags.com
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For Tickets Call 509.535.PUCK
www.SPOKANECHIEFS.com
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Women’s basketball
splits on the road
Grace Pohl | staff writer

T

he women’s basketball team
split on the road with a loss
to the University of North
Dakota, 72-69, and a win over University of Northern Colorado, 66-57.
The Eagles improved to 17-8
and 11-2 in conference play. This
drops them to second place in the
Big Sky Conference standings
behind Montana State with a
conference record of 12-1.
Despite redshirt senior guard
Hayley Hodgins leading the team
with 27 points and going 10-of-23,
the Eagles fell short of a victory
over North Dakota. EWU shot 39.7
percent from the field while North
Dakota shot 44.4 percent.
The first half of play was a slow
start for both teams, but when the
second half came around the shots
began to fall for both sides.
EWU had a 7-point lead with
only five minutes left, but the end
score was still not in their favor.
Hayley Hodgins and sophomore
forward Delaney Hodgins
combined for 14 points in the last
four minutes, the Eagles down,
51-49, with just over a minute left.
Freshman center Amira Chandler
also added 4 points toward the
score. UND went on a 10-3 run in
the fourth quarter which eventually
led to its victory.
Junior guard Tisha Phillips
scored 12 points and led the
team with six rebounds and
six steals. EWU had a total of
32 rebounds, with 14 offensive
which led to 9 second-chance
points. While EWU had 16
turnovers, UND had 22,

“

allowing EWU to score 26
points off of them.
“As a team, I thought we played
hard, and we did a lot of things
well. Going 2-for-19 from 3-point
range is uncharacteristic of us. We
fought hard and did a lot of things
that put us in a position to win, but
we didn’t make enough plays down
the stretch to close it out,” head
coach Wendy Schuller said after
the game.
EWU came out ready in
their next game against Northern
Colorado scoring 24 points in the
first quarter. Sophomore guard
Bethany Montgomery scored 8
points in just 90 seconds of play.
While Northern Colorado
came from behind to go into the
half ahead, 40-39, the Eagles came
out of the half ready to win the
game with defense. EWU forced 10
turnovers in the third quarter while
holding UNC to only 5 points.
Chandler gave EWU a lead going
into the final quarter by hitting a
baseline jumper.
Delaney Hodgins led the team
with 16 points while Montgomery
scored 13 points with only 10
minutes of playing time.
Hayley Hodgins scored 10
points, increasing her double-digit
scoring streak to 41 games. Hayley
Hodgins is also only 33 points
behind Brenda Souther’s (198387) leading scorer record. She is
expected to break the record against
Portland State at home on Feb. 20.
The Eagles return home for
their next game against Sacramento
State on Feb. 18.

As a team, I thought we
played hard, and we
did a lot of things well.
Wendy Schuller | head coach
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